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Abstract 
This presentation includes a short overview of the recent history of the continuous sensitivity 
equation method, a description of the essential mathematical theory behind the method, and 
practical applications for the technique. Examples are provided to illustrate the technique and 
to point out various mathematical and computational issues that can arise, and an ongoing 
project that uses sensitivity analysis in combination with optimal control techniques for the 
optimal placement of sensors and actuators is also discussed.  
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